Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 10-51665 
(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] To provide an attachment structure which can 
maintain portability and operability of a portable information 
processor to which an electronic camera is attached, such as 
a portable personal computer, which takes no labor to attach 
the electronic camera to the processor and which requires no 
installation space. 

[Constitution] A portable information processing 
consisting of a upper panel provided with a display section 
for displaying graphics, characters and the like on an image 
plane and a lower panel provided with an operation section for 
inputting information, has an attachment recess having a curved 
support section which rotatably holds an electronic camera 18, 
part of which camera is formed into a spherical shape, on part 
of the upper panel, preferably at an upper central position 
by contacting with the spherical surface of the electronic 
camera. 

[What is claimed is:] 

[Claim 1] A portable information processor provided with a 
display section for displaying graphics, characters and the 
like on an image plane and an operation section for inputting 
information, characterized by consisting of an upper panel 
provided with said display section; a lower panel provided with 
said operation section; an electronic camera at least part of 
which is formed into a spherical shape; and an attachment recess 
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provided on part of said upper panel, having a curved support 
section contacting with a spherical surface of said electronic 
camera and rotatably holding said electronic camera* 
[Claim 2] A portable information processor according to 
claim 1, characterized in that said electronic camera consists 
of at least a lens, an image pickup device and a cable for 
outputting image data obtained from said image pickup device. 
[Claim 3] A portable information processor according to 
claim 2, characterized in that said electronic camera further 
comprises a connector provided on one end of said cable and 
connected to a connector provided at said attachment recess 
to allow said electronic camera to be detachably attached to 
said portable information processor. 

[Claim 4] A portable information processor according to 
claim 3, characterized in that said attachment recess is further 
provided with a stopper for elastically holding said electronic 
camera in cooperation with said curved support section. 
[Claim 5] A portable information processor according to 
claim 1, characterized in that said electronic camera consists 
of at least a lens, a camera main body provided with an image 
pickup device and a spherical body coupled to the camera main 
body through a shaft; and that said curved support section of 
said attachment recess rotatably supports said spherical body. 
[Claim 6] A portable information processor according to 
claim 1, characterized in that said electronic camera consists 
of at least a lens and a generally spherical camera main body 
provided with a light receiving device; and that said curved 
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support section of said attachment recess rotatably supports 
a curved surface of said camera main body. 

[Claim 7] An electronic camera detachably attached to an 
attachment recess provided in a portable information processor , 
characterized by consisting of a lens, an image pickup device, 
a spherical housing storing said lens and said image pickup 
device, contacting with a curved support section provided at 
the attachment recess of said information processor and thereby 
rotatably held, and a connector for outputting image data 
obtained from said image pickup device through a cable. 
[Claim 8] An electronic camera according to claim 7, 
characterized in that said image pickup device is a CCD. 
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(54) PORTABLE INFORMATION PROCESSOR AND 
ELECTRONIC CAMERA 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide attaching 
structure maintaining the portability and the operability of 
a device, unnecessitating labor and time for attaching 
and unnecessitating an installing space so much in a 
portable information processor to which an electronic 
camera can be attached, such as a portable personal 
computer. 

SOLUTION: The portable information processor 
consisting of an upper panel 14 provided with a display 
part 15 for picture displaying a graphic, a character, etc., 
and a lower panel with an operation part to input 
information is provided with an attaching recessed part 
16 having a curved support surface rotatably supporting 
the electronic camera 18 at a part of the upper panel 14, 
desirably at an upper central position, in contact with the 
spherical surface of the electronic camera 18 having a 
spherical surface at, at least, port thereof. 
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